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ARTICLE 3.  REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

R4-30-301.  Rules of professional conduct 

All registrants shall comply with the following rules of professional conduct:   

1. A registrant shall not submit any materially false statements or fail to disclose any material 

facts requested in connection with an application for registration or certification, or in response to 

a subpoena.   

2. A registrant shall not engage in fraud, deceit, misrepresentation or concealment of material 

facts in advertising, soliciting, or providing professional services to members of the public.   

3. A registrant shall not commit bribery of a public servant as proscribed in A.R.S. § 13-2602, 

commit commercial bribery as proscribed in A.R.S. § 13-2605, or violate any federal statute 

concerning bribery.   

4. A registrant shall comply with state, municipal, and county laws, codes, ordinances, and 

regulations pertaining to the registrant’s area of practice.   

5. If a registrant violates any state or federal criminal statute, the Board may take action against a 

registrant’s license or certificate if a violation of the law is reasonably related to a registrant’s 

area of practice.   

6. A registrant shall apply the technical knowledge and skill that would be applied by other 

qualified registrants who practice the same profession in the same area and at the same time.   

7. A registrant shall not accept an engagement if the duty to a client or the public would conflict 

with the registrant’s personal interest or the interest of another client without making a full 

written disclosure of all material facts of the conflict to each person who might be related to or 

affected by the engagement.   
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8. A registrant shall not accept compensation for services related to the same engagement from 

more than one party without making a full written disclosure of all material facts to all parties and 

obtaining the express written consent of all parties involved.   

9. A registrant shall make full disclosure to all parties concerning:   

a. Any transaction involving payments to any person for the purpose of securing a 

contract, assignment, or engagement, except payments for actual and substantial technical 

assistance in preparing the proposal; or   

b. Any monetary, financial, or beneficial interest the registrant holds in a contracting firm 

or other entity providing goods or services, other than the registrant’s professional services, 

to a project or engagement.   

10. A registrant shall not solicit, receive, or accept compensation from material, equipment, 

or other product or services suppliers for specifying or endorsing their products, goods or services 

to any client or other person without full written disclosure to all parties.   

11. If a registrant’s professional judgment is overruled or not adhered to under 

circumstances where a serious threat to the public health, safety, or welfare may result, the 

registrant shall immediately notify the responsible party appropriate building official, or agency, 

and the Board of the specific nature of the public threat.   

12. If called upon or employed as an arbitrator to interpret contracts, to judge contract 

performance, or to perform any other arbitration duties, the registrant shall render decisions 

impartially and without bias to any party.   

13. To the extent applicable to the professional engagement, a registrant shall conduct a 

land survey engagement in accordance with the April 12, 2001 Arizona Professional Land 
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Surveyors Association (APLS) Arizona Boundary Survey Minimum Standards, available at 

www.azpls.org. The Board of Technical Registration adopted the standards on June 15, 2001, and 

incorporated them into this subsection by reference. This incorporation by reference does not 

include any later amendments or editions and is available at the office of the Board of Technical 

Registration. per section R4-30-305.   

14. A registrant shall comply with any subpoena issued by the Board or its designated 

administrative law judge.   

15. A registrant shall update the registrant’s address and telephone number of record with 

the Board within 30 days of the date of any change.   

16. A registrant shall not sign, stamp, or seal any professional documents not prepared by 

the registrant or a bona fide employee of the registrant.   

17. Except as provided below and in subsections (18) and (19), a registrant shall not accept 

any professional engagement or assignment outside the registrant’s professional registration 

category unless:   

a. The registrant is qualified by education, technical knowledge, or experience to perform 

the work; and   

b. The work is exempt under A.R.S. § 32-143.   

18. A registered professional engineer may accept professional engagements or 

assignments in branches of engineering other than that branch in which the registrant has 

demonstrated proficiency by registration but only if the registrant has the education, technical 

knowledge, or experience to perform such engagements or assignments.   
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19. Except as otherwise provided by law, a registrant may act as the prime professional for 

a given project and select collaborating professionals; however, the registrant shall perform only 

those professional services that the registrant is qualified by registration to perform and shall seal 

and sign only the work prepared by the registrant or by the registrant’s bona fide employee.   

20. A registrant who is designated as a responsible registrant shall be responsible for the 

firm or corporation. The Board may impose disciplinary action on the responsible registrant for 

any violation of Board statutes or rules that is committed by a non-registrant employee, firm, or 

corporation.   

21. A registrant shall not enter into a contract for expert witness services on a contingency 

fee basis or any other arrangement in a disputed matter where the registrant’s fee is directly 

related to the outcome of the dispute. 

R4-30-305.  Repealed Arizona Boundary Survey Minimum Standards 

A. The following definitions apply to Arizona Boundary Surveys: 

1. “Basis of bearings” means a description of the method used for orienting a survey that 

uniquely defines how the measured bearings were determined with sufficient 

information for Retracement. The Basis of Bearings can be from any one of several 

sources, including ties to the National Spatial Reference System.  Global Navigation 

Satellite System positioning, previous surveys, astronomical observations, or other 

sources and methods. 

2. “Boundary survey” means a land survey that locates the boundary of real property, that 

is dependent on the location of a boundary of real property, or that recovers, 

rehabilitates, or places Monuments that mark or control the location of real property. 
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3. “Completion” means that a survey is completed once all permanent Monuments have 

been placed and after successful conclusion of applicable government agency review. 

4. “Coordinates” means values that specify the horizontal and/or vertical location of 

points on, above, or below the surface of the Earth.  The values shall consist of any or 

all of the following: northing (y) and easting (x) pairs; elevations; orthometric heights; 

latitude and longitude pairs; or ellipsoid heights. Coordinates may be with respect to 

official government datums, reference frames, or map projections, or they can may be 

based upon an established local system. 

5. “Documents” means permanent records that identify the location of boundary lines and 

the Monuments controlling those lines, including the following: 

a. Publicly recorded deeds; 

b. Surveys; 

c. Subdivision maps held by county recorders; 

d. County Engineer’s records; 

e. Arizona Department of Transportation records; 

f. Private Surveyor’s records; 

g. Railroad company records; 

h. Mining company records; 

i. Utility company records; 

j. United States Public Lands Survey records; 

k. Title reports; 
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l. Title opinions; and 

m. Other relevant County, State, Municipal, or Federal Agency records. 

6. “Monument” means an object that permanently marks the location of a boundary 

corner, including witness corners or reference objects that identify the boundary 

corner’s location.  The first object placed by the Original Surveyor to mark a boundary 

corner is an Original Monument. 

7. “Originals” means a survey on the ground that marks the corners and lines of an initial 

subdivision or re-subdivision of land under common ownership and may include a 

Retracement of all or a portion of the boundary of the parent parcel. 

8. “Parol evidence” means extrinsic evidence about the location of a property corner or 

line obtained by means other than direct observation by the Surveyor or from existing 

Documents. 

9. “Record of Survey” means an annotated, graphical depiction of a Boundary Survey, 

that a registered Surveyor signed and sealed. 

10. “Retracement” means a survey to recover the lines and corner location markers 

previously run and set by the Original Surveyor and, when necessary, to set new 

markers as nearly as possible at the location of the Original marker. 

11. “Supplemental surveying work” means work that is not a Boundary Survey as defined 

in these standards, and where boundary Monuments are not set or marked in the field 

as property corners.  Supplemental Surveying Work includes, but is not limited to 

control, topographic, and easement surveys, and construction staking.as well as work 

performed to provide site information based on previously performed surveys;    
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12. “Surveyor” means a person registered by the Arizona State Board of Technical 

Registration to perform land surveys. 

B.  All Surveyors shall comply with the following minimum standards when making a Boundary 

Survey: 

1. A Surveyor shall create a Record of Survey and record the Record of Survey with the 

county recorder of the county in which the property is located if any of the following 

occur: 

a. A Monument is placed to mark, reference, or witness a property corner; 

b. An existing Monument is rejected; 

c. An accepted boundary Monument does not have identifying markings or is not 

uniquely identified in a recorded Document; 

d. A found corner Monument or other physical evidence of the boundary does not 

match the description of the Monument or boundary evidence in other 

Documents; 

e. An existing boundary is depicted as an integral part of, or as controlling, 

Supplemental Surveying Work and the corner Monuments found do not match 

those described in an existing subdivision map or Record of Survey; or 

f. An engineering design survey is performed to recover right of way and other 

boundary Monuments to document the existing conditions in support of a 

public works project. 

2. The Surveyor in conducting a Boundary Survey shall: 
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a. Create a written scope of work to include the services provided by the 

Surveyor, the specific information the Surveyor shall provide to the client, 

dated signatures of the client and the Surveyor, and all fees associated with the 

scope of work; 

b. Gather and review the relevant Documents that provide evidence of the location 

of the boundary being the Surveyor is surveying; 

c. Perform a field investigation of the property being the Surveyor is surveying 

and search for physical evidence that could aide in determining the location of 

new boundary lines and corners or existing boundary lines, corners, and 

Monuments; 

d. Gather and document Parol Evidence; 

e. Analyze the data gathered and reach a professional opinion as to the location of 

the boundary of the property; 

f. Monument the corners of an Original survey or replace missing corner 

Monuments of a Retracement survey; and 

g. For at least 10 years, retain a summary of the analysis and the conclusions the 

Surveyor reached, a list of the Documents the Surveyor utilized in the 

Surveyor’s analysis, field notes, and copies of any Documents the Surveyor 

utilized in the Surveyor’s analysis that are not public records. 

D. If the Surveyor forms an opinion in conflict with some evidence of the boundary location, 

including prior surveys, existing Monuments, or evidence of occupation, the Surveyor shall 

inform the client, and: 
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1. If the conflicting evidence is part of previous surveys, the Surveyor shall make a 

documented effort to contact the Surveyors who performed the prior surveys in an 

effort to resolve the conflict; 

2. If the client desires to maintain the status quo. create a Record of Survey in compliance 

with this article explaining the conflict in detail; 

3. If the client does not want to maintain the status quo, refrain from placing Monuments 

and recording the survey until the parties impacted formally resolve the conflict; 

E. New, replaced, and rehabilitated Monuments set or rehabilitated by the Surveyor in 

conjunction with a Boundary Survey shall bear the Surveyor’s registration number. 

F. Found Monuments accepted as marking a corner of the surveyed boundary or used to locate a 

corner of the surveyed boundary that are not uniquely identified in a recorded Document shall 

have the Surveyor’s registration number affixed to them or be uniquely identified in the 

Record of Survey. 

G. A Surveyor shall make all measurements shall be made according to the following 

specifications: 

1. The Surveyor shall ensure that any equipment used is in proper repair and in good 

working order; 

2. The Surveyor shall ensure the survey achieves an accuracy that meets the standard of 

care for the time and location where the Surveyor performed the survey and is 

consistent with the measurement technology and methods the Surveyor used to execute 

the survey; and 
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3. The Surveyor shall specify the lengths and directions of the measured lines so that 

mathematical closure is achieved, with allowance for rounding error. 

H. The Record of Survey shall include at a minimum, the following items: 

1. The county recorder's recording information for the property the Surveyor surveyed 

and adjacent properties, and the surveyed property owner’s name; 

2. The scale shall be indicated by a graphic and numeric representation. The Basis of 

Bearings shall be represented by a north arrow or some other means of specifying the 

orientation with respect to the measured bearings, along with an indication or statement 

as to how the basis was established; 

3. The dimensions of the boundary being surveyed as measured in the current survey, and 

the relevant record dimensions or references to Documents; 

4. The Monuments marking the location of the corners the Surveyor relied upon to 

determine the location of the boundary of the property being surveyed and state 

whether they are set, found, rehabilitated, or replaced. The Surveyor shall describe 

physical characteristics and markings of the Monuments accurately and in sufficient 

detail for unique identification; 

5. Pertinent facts and dimensions the Surveyor used in the determination of the Boundary 

Survey, including relevant controlling corners with Monuments and calculated corner 

positions; 

6. If a Surveyor rejects a Monument is rejected, the description of the Monument shall 

include the physical properties of the Monument, and a detailed explanation justifying 

the rejection of the Monument; 
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7. The location and description of additional evidence the Surveyor used to determine the 

boundary, including fences, buildings, hedges, walls, or other evidence of occupation; 

8. A minimum of three curve parameters for all curves, together with a chord and radial or 

tangent bearing for non-tangent curves. Curves are assumed to be tangent to the 

incoming and outgoing lines unless otherwise noted; and 

9. A list of the Documents and recording information that influenced the Surveyor’s 

determination of the boundary location; 

10. Identify the Coordinates as follows; 

a. If the Surveyor identifies horizontal and/or vertical Coordinates are given, the 

Surveyor shall provide sufficient information to reproduce them, including their 

specific units of measure; 

b. If the Surveyor identifies Coordinates based on an official government datum, 

reference frame, or map projection the Surveyor shall include the name of each 

of these coordinate system elements. The Surveyor shall also provide any 

additional information needed to unambiguously show how the Surveyor 

derived the Coordinates. This includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

i.  Reference epoch, 

ii.  Realization or version name, 

iii.  Projection system zone, and 

iv.  Geoid model; 

c. If an existing government projection was scaled to ground, the Surveyor shall 

provide the scale factor and the Coordinates where the Surveyor applied it.  The 
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Surveyor shall document other modifications, such as rotations and translations, 

sufficiently to allow unambiguous reproduction; 

d. If a Surveyor uses Coordinates based on an arbitrary system or other local 

system that is not part of the public record the Surveyor shall include sufficient 

information to reproduce the coordinate system, including: 

i. Parameters for non-government map projections, even if the projection 

is referenced to an official government datum or reference frame; 

ii. The Surveyor shall fully define other methods that affect the coordinate 

Coordinates values, including rotation, translation, and scaling of the 

projected values of horizontal Coordinates; and 

iii. For elevations and heights, the Surveyor shall also document any 

vertical shifts and/or tilted planar corrections; 

11. Include the firm name, the Surveyor’s registration number and contact information, and 

the name of the owner of record; 

12. Include the date range of the field survey and the date of the completed Record of 

Survey; 

13. Include the Surveyor’s signed and dated seal; and 

14. The Surveyor shall individually explain the symbology and abbreviations, when used, 

or shall include in such symbology and abbreviations in a table or legend. 

I. Monuments the Surveyor sets to mark, reference, or witness the location of a boundary corner 

shall meet the following requirements: 
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1. Be at least one-half inch in diameter, and at least 16 inches long. The body of the 

Monument and any attached accessories shall be made of metal or other durable 

material suitable to the purpose and environmental conditions. The Monument shall 

bear the Surveyor’s registration number, which shall be affixed to the body of the 

Monument. All Monuments shall be magnetically detectable; 

2. Reference Monuments and witness Monuments shall bear markings identifying their 

purpose and be described in detail in the Record of Survey; and 

3. In the event local subdivision regulations allow for the recording of a subdivision plats 

without having all of the survey Monuments set, the Surveyor shall place all the 

exterior boundary Monuments at the time of the filing of the preliminary plat and 

recording of a Record of Survey. The Surveyor shall set interior property corner 

Monuments as soon as Completion of the infrastructure and improvements make it 

practical to do so. If the Monuments placed differ from those described on the final 

plat, the Surveyor shall record a Record of Survey showing the differences. All 

Monuments set shall bear the registration number of the Surveyor of record. If the 

Surveyor of record is not available to supervise the setting of the interior property 

corner Monuments, then the Monuments set shall bear the registration number of the 

Surveyor responsible for setting the Monuments at the time the Monuments were set, 

and the Surveyor shall record a Record of Survey. 

J. When created by a Surveyor, a written property description of a surveyed tract of land shall 

provide information to properly locate the property and distinctly set it apart from all other 

property. 
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K. When the surveyed property’s dimensions, boundaries, and area are in substantial agreement 

with an existing recorded written description, then that existing recorded description shall be 

used. 

L. New property descriptions shall contain the following: 

1.  Where applicable, a caption, a body, and qualifying clauses; 

2. As an additional description of the existing, precedent aliquot description, a metes, a 

bounds, or a metes and bounds description of the existing aliquot description that is 

noted as an additional description; 

3. Every Public Land Survey System aliquot description shall contain the applicable 

county, meridian, township, range and sectional information; 

4. Every platted subdivision lot description shall contain the lot, block, unit, if applicable, 

name of the subdivision, city, if applicable, county, and recorder’s document number; 

5. Every written property line boundary description shall contain the applicable portions 

of the following: 

a. The first part, called the caption, shall contain the applicable information from 

subsections (L)(3) and/or (L)(4); and 

 b. The second part, called the body, shall contain all of the following attributes 

that apply: 

i. A clearly stated basis of bearings, referencing two controlling 

Monuments, which were physically existing at the time the Surveyor 

surveyed the property; 
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ii. All controlling Monuments, including their physical description, and 

whether the Surveyor found, set, or replaced the Monument; 

iii. Sufficient data to enable a mathematical verification of the property 

being described in the body; 

iv. Where described, curved property boundaries shall contain sufficient 

information to allow verification of the data by mathematical analysis; 

v. Curves are presumed to be a circular or tangent curve and the Surveyor 

shall note all other non-tangent, and/or non-circular curves must in the 

description; 

6. Complete citations to maps, plats, documents, and other matters of record, which are to 

be incorporated into and made a part of the description by reference; and 

7. The Surveyor shall seal the description with the Surveyor's stamp and dated signature. 

 


